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The clinical features and development of Parkinson's Disease has been found to differ in
many respects according to the age of onset of Parkinson's Disease. The age of onset can be
roughly divided in to young onset (49 years old or younger), middle onset (50 to 69 years
old), and late onset (70 years old or later).

Data collected included age at symptom onset, year of onset, family
history of Parkinson's disease in first and second degree relatives,
predominant first symptom, first anti parkinsonian medication
prescribed, frequency of L-dopa-induced dyskinesia, therapy related
dystonia, therapy related gastrointestinal side effects, hallucinations,
dementia, depression and apathy. In numbers, the middle onset was the
largest group (51%), followed by those with late onset (39%) and then
those with young onset (10%).

Those with young onset were found to have a more frequent family history of Parkinson's
disease and longer survival. Symptoms other than tremor were more frequent as the initial
symptom of the young onset group.  Depression was more frequent in the young onset group
than middle onset or old onset.  The frequency of tremor as the first symptom increased with
advancing age at onset. The frequency of treatment related dyskinesia or dystonia decreased
with advancing age at onset.
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